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possession of the debtor's land, and the whole matter was
settled. In tribal areas of course the case was somewhat
different; there the headman would recover a certain per-
centage amounting sometimes to a quarter of the loan
recovered.

The domiciled Hindus also find that with the change they
have lost some of their old trade monopoly. In pre-British
days they supplied all the wants of the tribesmen, few though
they were, and fixed their own prices. Now many an
alien bannia may be seen wandering from village to village,
with his donkey, and selling his goods to the annoyance of
the greedy local bannia. Still, even now it remains to the
credit of the tribesmen that they are perfectly honest with
them in their transactions, and civil suits rarely come into
courts from localities which are away from the District
Head-quarters and out of easy reach of the petition writer,
whom it pays to increase litigation.

7.    Their principal languages are Jatki (including Jadgali

or Jagdali and Seraeki), Khetrani
Language.

(a form of Seraeki), Sindhi, Lasi

(a form of Sindhi) and Pashto. Jatki is. spoken in Nasir-
abad, Kachhi, Lahri, Sibi, the Mari-Bugti country, Mashing,
Kalat and Nushki; Sindhi in Nasirabad, Kachhi, the Mari-
Bugti country, Mastung, Kalat, and Quetta ; Lasi in Las
Bela ; Khetrani in Barkhans and Pashto in Loralai.

They also speak freely the language of the tribesmen
among whom they live. Thus the Hindus of Mastung,
Kalat, Quetta and Nushki speak Brahui, and those of the
Man-Bugti country Balochi. Among the Hindus of Duki
and Mekhtar in Loralai most of the women and children do
not know any language except Pashto, but the men, whose
business carries them to other parts of the country, also
speak Jadgali.

8.    They are mostly traders, dealing chiefly in household

goods, though a few both in the
Occupation.                                                      _

districts and  tribal areas   have
acquird land by purchase or mortgage which they usually